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From the University ofGlasgow and the Communicable Diseases (Scotland) Unit, Ruchill Hospital, Glasgow suMMARY During 1986-87 this continuing survey showed 15 specific infections in the staff of 235 laboratories, representing 28 524 person years ofexposure. The community was the probable source of four of the five cases of tuberculosis and one of the five cases of salmonellosis. Occupational exposure was the probable cause of four infections by Shigella flexneri, three by Salmonella typhimurium, and one by S typhi, all affecting medical laboratory scientific officers (MLSOs) in microbiology. Occupational exposure was also the probable cause of one case of tuberculosis in a mortuary technician and one of probable non-A, non-B hepatitis in a medical laboratory scientific officer haematology worker. The overall incidence of reported infections was 52-6/100 000 person years (35/100 000 for infections of probable occupational origin). The highest rates of laboratory acquired infections related to MLSO microbiology workers and mortuary technicians. No additional infections were seen as a result of extending the survey to forensic laboratories.
Material and methods
This ongoing survey ofinfections in the staffof clinical laboratories in Britain was continued by the same methods as before' but supplemented by distributing questionnaires to those members of the British Association in Forensic Medicine (BAFM) who were not listed as members of the Association of Clinical Pathologists (ACP). The data were also compiled using a commercial software program dBase-Ill Plus (Ashton-Tate), which allows for creation of an extensive database and quick retrieval of data.
Results
Questionnaires were received from 235 centres. Most of these (186) were in England, 28 in Scotland, 12 in Wales and nine in Northern Ireland. Of the forms sent out, 200 were returned from the ACP members, 27 from the supplementary list compiled with the assistance of the Institute of Medical Laboratory Sciences (IMLS), and eight from BAFM members. Blood Transfusion Centres provided four returns. Table I summarises the total data. It includes all reported infections, irrespective of whether they were considered to have an occupational origin, but excludAccepted for publication 2 March 1989 ing one report of "viral fever" after an "insect bite" in a medical biochemist. Only one case of viral hepatitis was reported. The commonest infections reported were bacterial bowel infections (salmonellosis, including typhoid and shigellosis) and tuberculosis. necropsies. This was the only case which had probably originated from occupational exposure in this country, giving an incidence of 172/100 000 person years in mortuary technicians (rate 3-5/100 000 in the total 28 524-3 person years of the total survey). 
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